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cases have weak or faint heart sounds. Its presence is not invariable. Murmurs
are usually absent, although sometimes a soft systolic murmur appears at the apex.
Diastolic gallop-rhythm only rarely occurred.
CONCLUSIONS.
(1) The previous history of these cases is that of patients suffering from coronary
atherosclerosis. The history does not differ from the larger group of patients with
this disease who do not suffer from the accident of coronary occlusion.
(2) In fifteen per cent. of the cases, the onset was ingravescent and took some
days to develop. The symptoms felt during this period differed from the previous
angina, and could be called a pre-occlusive state.
(3) The clinical recognition of a pre-occlusive state is difficult, which renders
any attempt at prophylaxis almost impossible.
(4) The clinical history is apparently of more diagnostic value than the clinical
signs.
(5) In 7.6 per cent. of the cases, the acute occlusion was painless.
(6) Of the clinical signs the most important are
(a) Signs of left ventricular failure.
(b) Reduced pulse-pressure.
(c) Pyrexia.
(d) Tachycardia.
(e) Faint heart-sounds.
(7) A pericardial friction rub is a rare clinical finding, and was present in only
five per cent. of the cases.
THEOGARDENAL IN CARDIO-VASCULAR IRREGULARITY
AND ENDOCRINE DISTURBANCES
THEOGARDENAL, which combines the properties of Theobromine and Phenobarbital,
has been found valuable in the treatment of high blood-pressure. Its action is
similar to that of the nitrites, facilitating cardiac function by dilatation of the
coronary arteries, though Theogardenal, as opposed to the nitrites, is compara-
tively prolonged in its effect.
Disorders of the menopause with their accompanying endocrine disturbances offer
a further field for the use of Theogardenal.
Theobromine, of which five grains are contained in each tablet of Theogardenal,
resembles caffeine in its action, though its effect upon muscle, kidneys, and heart
is more pronounced. Phenobarbital, one half-grain of which is contained in each
tablet of Theogardenal, helps to reduce arterial hypertension by its action on
unstriated muscle.
A new pamphlet on Theogardenal has been produced by the makers of this drug,
Pharmaceutical Specialities (May & Baker) Ltd., Dagenham, from whom members
of the medical profession may obtain copies on request.
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